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from the areas where the bank’s retail
deposit-taking activities occur.

(b) Referrals. Any person who accepts
deposits from the public in an area
where such transactions are routinely
conducted in the bank may refer a con-
sumer who seeks to purchase an insur-
ance product or annuity to a qualified
person who sells that product only if
the person making the referral receives
no more than a one-time, nominal fee
of a fixed dollar amount for each refer-
ral that does not depend on whether
the referral results in a transaction.

§208.86 Qualification and licensing re-
quirements for insurance sales per-
sonnel.

A bank may not permit any person to
sell or offer for sale any insurance
product or annuity in any part of its
office or on its behalf, unless the per-
son is at all times appropriately quali-
fied and licensed under applicable
State insurance licensing standards
with regard to the specific products
being sold or recommended.

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART H OF PART
208—CONSUMER GRIEVANCE PROCESS

Any consumer who believes that any bank
or any other person selling, soliciting, adver-
tising, or offering insurance products or an-
nuities to the consumer at an office of the
bank or on behalf of the bank has violated
the requirements of this subpart should con-
tact the Consumer Complaints Section, Divi-
sion of Consumer and Community Affairs,
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System at the following address: 20th & C
Streets, NW, Washington, D.C. 20551.

Subpart I—Interpretations

SOURCE: Reg. H, 63 FR 37658, July 13, 1998,
unless otherwise noted. Redesignated at 65
FR 14814, Mar. 20, 2000. Redesignated further
at 65 FR 75841, Dec. 4, 2000.

§208.100 Sale of bank’s money orders
off premises as establishment of
branch office.

(a) The Board of Governors has been
asked to consider whether the appoint-
ment by a member bank of an agent to
sell the bank’s money orders, at a loca-
tion other than the premises of the
bank, constitutes the establishment of
a branch office.

§208.101

(b) Section 5155 of the Revised Stat-
utes (12 U.S.C. 36), which is also appli-
cable to member banks, defines the
term branch as including ‘“‘any branch
bank, branch office, branch agency, ad-
ditional office, or any branch place of
business * * * at which deposits are re-
ceived, or checks paid, or money lent.”
The basic question is whether the sale
of a bank’s money orders by an agent
amounts to the receipt of deposits at a
branch place of business within the
meaning of this statute.

(c) Money orders are classified as de-
posits for certain purposes. However,
they bear a strong resemblance to trav-
eler’s checks that are issued by banks
and sold off premises. In both cases,
the purchaser does not intend to estab-
lish a deposit account in the bank, al-
though a liability on the bank’s part is
created. Even though they result in a
deposit liability, the Board is of the
opinion that the issuance of a bank’s
money orders by an authorized agent
does not involve the receipt of deposits
at a “‘branch place of business’ and ac-
cordingly does not require the Board’s
permission to establish a branch.

§208.101 Obligations concerning insti-
tutional customers.

(a) As a result of broadened authority
provided by the Government Securities
Act Amendments of 1993 (15 U.S.C. 780-
3 and 780-5), the Board is adopting
sales practice rules for the government
securities market, a market with a
particularly broad institutional com-
ponent. Accordingly, the Board be-
lieves it is appropriate to provide fur-
ther guidance to banks on their suit-
ability obligations when making rec-
ommendations to institutional cus-
tomers.

(b) The Board’s Suitability Rule,
§208.37(d), is fundamental to fair deal-
ing and is intended to promote ethical
sales practices and high standards of
professional conduct. Banks’ respon-
sibilities include having a reasonable
basis for recommending a particular
security or strategy, as well as having
reasonable grounds for believing the
recommendation is suitable for the
customer to whom it is made. Banks
are expected to meet the same high
standards of competence, profes-
sionalism, and good faith regardless of
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